Almscliff

Almscliff is without doubt the most popular of all of the crags in this guide; it stands high on the
northern ridge above Upper Wharfedale and dominates the valley. The crag is split neatly into two,
upper and lower tiers of rock, High Man and Low Man. High Man is divided by a large rift in its
centre whilst the lower tier is made up of a number of large boulders and the impressive buttress
of Low Man. The rock is wonderful compact grit that often supplies positive holds in usually steep
settings. Due to its exposed position Almscliff is very quick to dry after rain, however this means
there is often a bitter wind to contend with, equally it is not uncommon on a sunny and still
winters day to complain of high temperatures causing failure on sought after projects.

The crag has a deserved reputation for working the arms with many of the problems being
exceptionally steep however, on close inspection it becomes apparent that Almscliff has it all,
monster link-ups, highballs, bald slabs and endless eliminates all of the highest quality. In short,
Almscliff is a world-class bouldering venue.

Approach & Access

Approaching from Harrogate on the A659 (Otley-Harrogate Road) take the North Rigton turn-off,
drive through the village turning right onto Crag Lane, eventually joining Merrybank Lane, park at
the corner lay-by below the western end of the crag. From Pool/ Otley direction turn off the A659
at the Stainburn turn-off. After about a mile Merrybank Lane is reached, turn left and follow this
to the corner lay-by described above.

The farmer has asked that climbers avoid the boulders in the field below the main areas. Also, the
start of path next to the stile can get extremely muddy, don’t under any circumstances climb over
the wall to avoid the mud.
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Area 1: Morrell’s Wall Group

1. e (7at) 1. e (7b+) Fieldside Traverse 1. (6¢+) Below the decks
From the short arete traverse rightwards on 2 (54) SDS. Without the block for feet.
. [ J
ockets and finish up Morrell’s Wall. .
P nish up From a sloping hold on the lip, 2. e (7b+) Grape Strain
2. - (6a) Morrell’'s Wall take the easiest line to the top. From the block at the front of the boulder,

An excellent fingery problem up the crimps traverse left along the lip, around the nose

on the highest part of the face. 3. (69 to finish above the overhanging face.
A good eliminate, climbing the
3. e (7b+) Slopey Traverse wall starting on the lay-away and gaston 3. 20 ) ]
Finish up Morrell’s Wall. Avoid using to reach a slopey hold on the slab. SDs. The overhanging face using
heel hooks and the chipped edge for 4 e (54) everything.
the 7c tick. Link int f probl ' i i i
© c_ I_C INX INto & reverse o probiem Climb the centre of the face using the 4. = (7ct) Lasting Sansfactngn
1 (avoiding breaks) to push the grade up obvious big flake on the slab SDS. From the flake move right to the arete
to 7c+. ’ and finish over the bulge. Avoid pockets.

“Bouldering is the pleasantest of off-day distractions; but too many men allow themselves to spend the time on the merely difficult. Its use should be
for safe exercises on rules of style... To wrestle up pure difficulty, such as you would not attempt in exposed higher climbing, by dint of muscle and
strenuosity, proves nothing and does no good; it only reduces the restful value of the off-day.”

Geoffrey Winthrop Young (Mountain Craft, 1949)
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Brimham

Situated between Pateley Bridge and Ripon, Brimham Rocks is one of
the most popular bouldering venues in Yorkshire. Without a doubt

more boulders exist here than at any other venue with the strange and
amazing rock formations covering more than 50 acres of Brimham Moor.
Set at an altitude of 300m the crag has fantastic views across Nidderdale
and offers a wonderful family day out with good grassy areas making
the crag child friendly. Not all of the rock lends itself to climbing with
the rock quality ranging from excellent to very soft so expect to do a

bit of stomping around. The problems tend to be as varied as the rock
formations with lots of long traverses, technical walls as well as rounded
powerful challenges. The main area of Brimham can be come overrun
during the weekends and the summer holidays with hoards of tourists,
giving a good opportunity to venture away from the main crag and
explore some of the outlying areas where solitude is guaranteed.

Approach and Access

Brimham is without doubt the most complex area within this guide.
With many years experience of navigating around the scattered boulders
it can still be extremely frustrating finding specific areas. In order to
make navigation easier we have split Brimham into a number of areas
and provided maps and more detailed descriptions where necessary.

Note

The rock at Brimham is very soft and prone to rapid erosion. Don’t climb
on damp rock and under no circumstances attempt to wire brush and/or
excessively clean the rock.

N.G.R. SE 209637




= - I

= |

=2

=

=

& |

a3

€y |

=~

&
! 1.
| 2
3 3,
1 4.

46

Area 1.1: Pommel Roof

(6¢)
Traverse the wall L-R under the
roof. Finish up problem 6.

(6b)
Traverse L-R using holds in the
roof. Finish up problem 6.

(6b+)
Low start on the break. Climb
the roof passing the hole.

® (7a+)

Traverse L-R across the break,
out over the roof, passing
slopers on the lip.

7.

(60)
Start on good hold. Climb the
right side of the roof and finish
passing the flake.

e (5+)
The wall onthe edge of
the roof.

(6¢c)
The wall right of the roof.

The wall opposite is home to a classic
eliminate 6a+ the break is out.

1.

® (4+)
The left arete.

® (4+)
The wall passing the small
overlap.

® (4)
The wall between the overlap
and blunt arete.

4.

® (4+)

The blunt arete.

e (4)

The wall between the two
arete problems.

® (3+)

The small arete.

The prow opposite is home to a
nice problem up a obvious groove
passing some slopey breaks.

Area 1.2: The Pommel

® (4+) Gully Arete
The arete in the back of
the gully.

(6c) Black Dog Arete
The butch arete with a slopey
top-out.

® (7b+)

The centre of the wall
very dynamic.

4.

® (7a+)
SDS. The hanging flake.
Much harder than it looks.

® (73)

SDS. The wall from a sitter
using the pocket and
eliminating the break.

(Pumpy)
Any number of traverses
of the bottom break exist

finishing up various problems.

(6b) The Pommel
The superb arete is a classic.

e (7b) Serpico

From the sloper on the right
move up and left to finish up
The Pommel.

e (7b) Benchmark
From the break use the sloper
to gain the slopey top-out.

4.

(6c+)
The right arete with
a desperate mantle.

® (7at+)

Start low on crimps and climb
the wall past slopey edges left
of the breaks. Super low start
off bad edges is 7b+.

e (5+)
SDS. Excellent problem
passing the good breaks.
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